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1. Average revenue per passenger mile, class I railroads, intercity class I motor 
carriers, and scheduled domestic airlines, selected years; 








The following table presents comparative passenger revenue data for sur- 
face and air carriers. The data for railroads include National Railroad Passenger 
Corporation (Amtrak) beginning May 1971. For the three modes of transportation, 
the 1977 averages exceed the 1976 figures, except for parlor and sleeping cars. 


The average revenue per passenger for each mode and type of service is 
translated into relatives based on 1967=100. Railroad coach shows the greatest 
relative increase between 1967 and 1977, while the least gain is shown by railroad 
commutation. From 1973 to 1977, on a year-to-year basis, intercity class I motor 
carriers and first class scheduled domestic airlines experienced substantial gz:ins. 


Comparative average revenue per passenger mile, 
by mode and type of service, selected years, 
all class I railroads = 100 





1965 1968 1974 1975 





Bit Giees t Tals.... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Rail commutation.. 103.8 103.3 84.3 83.1 
Parlor and 

sleéping car.... 121.7 114.8 120.7 117.1 
BAiL COSCR. cc ccece 94.0 95.9 121.8 114.5 


Intercity class I 
motor carriers.... 90.6 94.1 84.5 87.1 


Scheduled domestic 
airlines: 
ALE GLE. co cdiweee 190.6 166.0 
a ee ee 173.6 15i.2 
Pivet Ciaess<.-. 230.5 216.9 





Note: See footnotes to following table. 





Average revenue per passenger mile, class I railroads, intercity class I 
motor carriers, and scheduled domestic airlines, 1967-1977 


Cents per passenger mile 





Class I railroads Scheduled domestic airlines! 


Parlor Average Intercity 
Commu- car and 3 of other Average class I Coach First Average 
tation sleeping Coach than com- of all' motor =" class of ali’ 


car mutation carriers 
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1967 100.0 100. 
1968 103.9 106. 
1969 105.7 116 
1970 © 4223.6 128 
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A972 «= 124.7 ° 169 
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1977 149.1 212. 
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d Decrease. 


I§cheduled domestic airlines include domestic trunk lines, local, helicopter, intra- 
Alaska and intra-Hawaii service. 


Revenue figures cover rail passage tickets only, excluding space charges for parlor 
and sleeping cars. 


3Coach revenue other than commutation. 


*includes charges on extra fare planes and trains, and excursion, air coach, and other 
reduced fares. 


Charges on extra fare buses are included but local operation of bus lines and their 
charter services are omitted. 


Source: Bureau of Accounts, ICC bus data, and Civil Aeronautics Board. 





2. Water carriers--revenue, traffic, and average haul, 1977-1976; 





Total waterline freight revenue of 70 class A and B carriers of inland 
coastal waterways dropped to $673.3 million in 1977, a decrease of 1.4 percent from 
the $682.8 million reported in 1976. Carriers operating on thé Mississippi River 
System accounted for 75.4 percent of the tonnage and 81.1 percent of revenue ton 
miles. The Atlantic & Gulf Coast had the highest percentage increases in freight 
revenue, ton miles and average haul, but showed a slight decrease in tonnage carried. 
The Intercoastal carriers suffered the largest deficits in freight revenue, tcn miles 
and average haul. In 1977 total tonnage and ton miles dropped 3.2 and 7.6 percent, : 


respectively. During 1977, passenger revenue increased 44.3 percent and revenue pas- 
sengers carried increased 9.6 percent. 


Operating statistics, class A and B* water carriers, 
1977 and 1976 


Thousands 





Percent 1976 Percent 
change change 





Tons of 
Freight revenue revenue freight carried 








Atlantic and Gulf 
Coast $ 51,022 $ 47,446 3,260 3,284 
Great Lakes 42,606 47,682 d 10.6 15,515 18,125 
Mississippi River 
and tributaries 381,905 366,315 - 120,142 123,380 
Pacific Coast 46,663 44 , 368 ‘ 16,590 16,032 
Intercoastal 151,058 177,046 : 3,798 3,830 
Total $673,254 $682,797 = 159,305 164,651 


Freight revenue ton miles 








Atlantic and Gulf 
Coast 1,662,296 1,549,043 i 510 472 
Great Lakes 6,087,628 8,243,121 = 392 455 
Mississippi 
River and 
tributaries 69,496,041 72,192,061 > 578 585 
Pacific Coast 2,178,574 2,145,944 132 134 
Intercoastal 6,307,209 8,693,708 ‘ 1,661 2,270 
Total 85,731,748 92,823,877 538 564 


| A. | Qs Ou | Ou 


Passenger revenue Passengers carried 








Atlantic and Gulf 
Coast $ 8,022 $ 6,870 * 1,909 2,812 
Great Lakes i ase 1,097 . 890 712 

Mississippi River 
and tributaries 12,463 6,830 ‘ 895 846 
Pacific Coast 1,365 1,276 ¢ 9 9 
Intercoastal 31 147 : . 1 
Total $23,413 $16,220 3 3,703 3,379 





d Decrease. 

*Class A carriers are those having annual operating revenues of more than $500,000; 
class B carriers are those having annual operating revenues exceeding $100,000 but not 
more than $500,000. 


lThe Intercoastal group reported 35 passengers carried during the year 1977 compared 
with 180 during the same period of 1976. 





Length of passenger journey by various modes, years 1967-1977: 





The average length of passenger journeys for rail, intercity motor bus, 
and domestic air transportation are shown in the following table. From 1967 through 
1972, average journeys by rail coach (excluding commutation) steadily declined by 
almost 45 percent to set a record low, then fluctuated upward with 1977 producing 
a 22.4-percent increase over the depressed level of 1972. The average journey by 
parlor and sleeping cars lengthened to a record 661.6 miles in 1974, then fell off 
to 607.6 miles in 1977. 


The average passenger journey in intercity bus service peaked in 1977 to 
125.2 miles per passenger, probably due to lowered fares designed to encourage long 
distance travel. 


The average passenger journey by scheduled domestic air carriers has been 
lengthening during the period shown. The average air journey in 1977 remained at 704 
miles per passenger and increased 19.7 percent over its average flight in 1967. 


Average passenger journey, class I railroads, class I intercity motor 
carriers, and scheduled domestic air carriers, 1967-1977 


Miles per passenger 





Class I railroads Class I 
Coach Parlor and scheduled 
_ (excluding sleeping intercity 
commutation) car motor carriers! 





Scheduled 
domestic 


air carriers” 





1967 
1968 

1969 

1970 

19713 
19723 
19733 
19743 
1975 
19763 
19778 


480. 
472. 
491. 
515. 
483. 
475. 
561. 
661. 
651. 
640. 
607. 


93. 

91. 
104. 
105. 
109. 
106. 
116. 
116. 
114. 
112. 
125. 
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lafter 1950, a class I motor carrier of passengers was one which had gross operating 
revenue (interstate and intrastate) of $200,000 or more annually; effective January 1, 
1969, the class I minimum was changed to $1,000,000. 

2Includes all 50 States effective 1969. Data for 1966-1969 have been adjusted to 
conform to changes in the C.A.B. reporting system effected in 1970. 

3Includes Amtrak. 


Sources: ICC Statements No. Q-250, Q-220 and 100; Transport Statistics in the 
United States; Civil Aeronautics Board, Handbook of Airline Statistics. 





4. Estimated intercity ton miles, public and private, by mode of transportation, 
1977 and 1976: 








Preliminary data as of February 1978 indicate that 2,301.3 billion inter- 
city ton miles were transported in 1977--a 4.7 percent rise above the 1976 volume. 
Increases were recorded for all modes of transportation, except for inland waterways 
which showed a decrease of 1.2 percent. However, on a pércentage basis, motor 
vehicles and oil pipelines experienced slight increases while imland waterways and 
railroads experienced slight decreases in their portion of total ton miles produced 
by all modes, 1977 compared to 1976. 


Estimated intercity ton miles, public and private, 
by mode of transportation, 1977 and 1976 


Millions 





3 Percent Percent of total 
Mode 1976p change 1977 1976 





Railroads and electric 
railways! 832,000 799,876 


Motor vehicles? 555,000 510,000 
Inland waterways? 368, 300 372,865 
0il pipelines* 546,000 515,100 


Total 2,301,300 2,197,841 





p Preliminary. 


lExcludes express and mail, Interstate Commerce Commission. 

2Bureau of Domestic Commerce, Department of Commerce and I.C.C. 

3Ton miles in domestic waters, including Great Lakes. Reported by the Corps of 
Engineers, Department of the Army. 

Estimated from reports to the Interstate Commerce Commission and Department of 
Energy. 


5. Federally regulated and total intercity ton miles, 1976: 





Ton miles of carriers regulated and not regulated by the Federal Government 
and total intercity ton miles for 1976 are shown by mode of transportation in the ac- 
companying table. Intercity ton miles were 5.7 percent above the 1975 total of 
2,286.3 billion. The regulated portion of total intercity traffic dropped from 62.5 
percent in 1975 to 62.2 percent in 1976. The share of motor and oil pipeline traffic 
under regulation remained the same between 1975 and 1976, while water share increased 
slightly over the previous year. 





Federally regulated and total intercity ton miles, 
by mode of transportation, 1976* 


Billions 





Not federally 
regulated 
Ton miles Percent Ton miles Percent Ton miles Percent 


Federally regulated Total 








Rail 799.9 100.0 0.0 0.0 799.9 100.0 
Motor 225.0 44.1 55.9 510.0 100.0 
Water! 44.3 i 92.5 591.9 100.0 
Oil pipeline 434.5 ° ‘ 15.6 515.1 100.0 


Total 1,503.7 ; 37.8 2,416.9 100.0 





*Data are preliminary. 


lFederally regulated ton miles comprise only regulated traffic carried by regulated 
water carriers. All exempt traffic is excluded. The total water carrier data include 
deep-sea coastwise and intercoastal service. Data supplied by the Corps of Engineers, 
Department of the Army. . 


Source: Except as noted, carrier reports to the Interstate Commerce Commission. 


6. Car miles of road operated in rail freight and passenger service, selected years, 
1967-1977: 





The statistics on road mileage, traffic volume, and density of the freight 
and passenger operations of class I railroads are shown in the accompanying table. 
Between 1967 and 1977, a decrease of 3.1 percent occurred in freight car miles while 
freight revenue ton miles increased 14.8 percent. The general trend of increasing 
freight traffic moving over somewhat fewer road miles is pointed up by the 23.4-per- 
cent increase in density as measured by ton miles per mile of road. 


Passenger service car miles decreased by 61.4 percent during the same 
period, in response to declining patronage combined with reduction or elimination of 
passenger service by many class I railroads. Beginning May 1, 1971, the rail passen- 
ger service was taken over by the National Railroad Passenger Corporation (Amtrak). 
The 32.3 percent, fewer revenue passenger miles, 1977 compared to 1967, were traveled 
on passenger road mileage which was shortened by 53.0 percent, resulting in a 44.2- 
percent increase in passenger service density. 
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7. Operating revenues of regulated transportation, 1977 and 1976: 





In 1977, total operating revenues for carriers regulated by the Interstate 
Commerce Commission showed an increase of 13.8 percent--a record high. New revenue 
records were set for all modes of transportation, except fdr waterlines which showed 
a 10.7-percent decline between 1977 and 1976. 


Operating revenues of ICC regulated carriers, 
1977 and 1976 





Operating revenues Percent Percent of total 
1977p 1976p change 1977p 1976p 





Millions 
Railroads! 21,200.0 19,629. 
Electric railways 13.9 
Waterlines? 924.4 
Oil pipelines 2,228.7 


Motor carriers 
of passengers 1,410.0 


Motor carriers 
of property 31,000.0 


Freight forwarders? 1,910.7 


Total 





d Decrease. 


p Preliminary. 

lconsists of line-haul, switching and terminal, Alaskan, and Hawaiian railroads. 

2Domestic traffic only. 

3Transportation purchased of $1,315.7 million in 1977 and $970.3 million in 1976 is 
included in the above operating revenues of various modes of transport. 


Source: Reports to the Interstate Commerce Commission. 


8. Railroad employment, service hours, and compensation, 1977 and 1976: 





The employment data shown in the following table are computed from monthly 
reports of class I railroads. Total employment increased 1.0 percent in 1977 over 
1976 and the total wage bill rose 8.6 percent due to wage increases. The average 
paid work year decreased by 11 hours in 1977, and the average compensation rate per 
hour for employment exclusive of officials and staff rose by 7.7 percent. 





Employees, service hours, and compensation, 
elass I railroads, } 
1977 and 1976 








Number of employees: 
At middle of month 
Percent change from previous period» 
Received pay during month 


Service hours: 
Straight time actually worked 
Straight time paid for 
Overtime 
Other allowances 
Total 
Percent change from previous period 
Total hours paid for per employee receiving 
pay 
Percent overtime v. straight time 


2 


Compensation: 
Straight time 
Overtime 
Other allowances 
Total 
Percent change from previous period 
Percent overtime v. straight time 
Average straight time rate per hour: 
All employees 
All employees except officials and 
staff 


501,390* 
1.0 
534 ,048* 


923,103,076 
988 ,041,803 
65,718,925 
154,338,543 
1,208 ,099,271 
0.7 


2,262 
6.7 


$7, 392,027,954 
700,458,207 
1,131,284 ,581 
9,223,770,742 
8.6 

9.5 


7.48 


7.27 


496 ,491* 
0.4 
527 ,549* 


918,462,993 
985,703,524 
60,582,262 
152,923,731 
1,199,209 ,517 
1.3 


25273 
6.1 


$6,844 851,400 
600 ,944 ,459 
1,047,735,942 
8 ,493,531,801 
12.3 

8.8 


6.94 


6.75 





*Average number during period. 


l¢lass I railroads are those with annual operating revenue of $10,000,000 or. more. 
2Vacations, holidays, and constructive and other allowances. 


Source: Bureau of Accounts, Statement A-300. 





9. The price index for railroads: 





The accompanying table and chart revise and update the Railroad Freight 
Price Index developed by the Bureau of Labor Statistics. The index measures monthly 
changes in the average price of transporting all freight by rail. The overall rail- 
road price index for December 1978 was 231.0 compared to 216.3 for the previous 
month. 


The 6,.8-percent increase in the total railroad freight price index for 
December reflects the rate increases authorized by the Commission in Ex Parte No. 
357 effective December 15, 1978. The railroad freight price index shows an 11.4- 
percent change from 1 year ago, which was accounted for by the effective rate in- 
creases realized by the railroads from general inerease levels authorized in Ex 
Parte No. 349, 349 (Sub-No. 1) and Ex Parte No. 357. 


All selected commodity groups posted increases during the l-year period 
ranging from 9.9 percent for chemical and allied products to 13.9 percent for 
metallic ore. Nonmetallic metals and clay, concrete, glass and stone products 
showed annual increases of 12.9 and 12.0 percent respectively. Percent changes in 
the other indexes showed 11.9 percent for food products, 11.8 percent for transpor- 
tation equipment, and 11.6 percent for primary metal products. The rates on the 
remaining 3 commodity groups increased 11.0 percent on coal, 10.9 percent on pulp, 
paper or allied products, and 10.8 percent on wood or lumber products. 
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10. Gross railroad ton miles per employee hour and per dollar wages, 1967-1977: 





The accompanying table is based on reports of class I railroads and shows 
for years 1967-1977 the total number of employee hours paid and total compensation 
in comparison with the total number of gross ton miles reported for freight and pas- 
senger service combined. It also shows the average compensation per employee hour 


as well as average number of gross ton miles produced per employee hour and per 
dollar of compensation. 


The railroads handled 11.9 percent more traffic in 1977 than in 1967 for a 
productivity increase of 35.8 percent in terms of gross ton miles per paid employee 
hour. Total employee hours compensated deciined 17.6 percent while compensation 
increased 87.0 percent. The wage rate in 1977 was 127.0 percent above the 1967 
level, but labor output in terms of gross ton miles per dollar of compensation de- 
clined 40.1 percent over the same period. 


Comparison of employee hours and compensation with gross ton 
miles, elass I railroads, 
years 1967-1977 





T Average Gross ton miles 
otal : 
diane compensation Gross Per Per employee 
ai per hour ton employee dollar of 
(all time miles hour compensation 
sation : , 
paid for) paid for 





Emp loyee 
hours 
paid for 





Milltons Milltons 


1,466. 
1,441. 
1,413. 
1,378. 
1,304. 
1972 1,278. 
1973 1,287. 
1974 1,298. 
1975 1,183. 
1976 1,199. 
1977 1,208. 


PNMNNUWLN OOH 
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Percent change: 


77/76 0.7 





d Decrease. 


lRepresents gross ton miles of cars, contents, and cabooses in both freight and 
passenger services. 





1l. Passenger route miles, rail and air, and passenger revenues, rail, air and bus, 
1967-1977: 





The following table shows route mileages and revenues for passenger service 
during the last 11 years. 


The revenues for intercity bus are understated somewhat by 
the exclusion of charter and special bus revenues. 


In 1977, passenger route mileage for class I railroads dropped 0.1 of 1 


percent, while revenue including and excluding commutation increased 2.9 percent over 
1976. Passenger revenues for domestic scheduled air carriers were up 13.8 percent. 
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Passenger route miles, rail and air,! passenger revenues, rail, air, and bus,? 
years 1967-1977 





Passenger route Passenger revenues (millions) 
mileage operated 
Domestic Class I railroads*® Domestic 

Class I scheduled air Inciuding Excluding scheduled air 
railroads operations* commutation commutation operations* 
67,902 112,983 $485. $341.4 
58,130 116,567 444, 291.0 
54,608 145,438 ; 276.8 
49,533 161,995 > 248.1 
40,032 171,654 : 204.4 
29,398 164,877 ‘ 230.0 
28,286 167,283 262.4 
30,599 159,959 é 339.5 
31,576 163,363 . 331.4 
31,928 166, 379 368.3 
31,902 N/A ; 378.9 











Class I 
bus? 





$498.8 
503.1 
496.7 
524.6 
553.7 
552.0 
576.3 
661.9 
651.0 
658.2 


Sinwn wok © OW 
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Percent change, 1977 to 1976 


2.9 
(1967=100) 


1967 100.0 
1968 85.6 
1969 80.4 
1970 72.9 
1971 59.0 
1972 43.3 
1973 41.7 
1974 45.1 
1975 46.5 
1976 47.0 
1977 47.0 


ate eee gat Ni ee oa 
WA ArFWWO fs N OO 
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r Revised, 
d Decrease, 
N/A Not Applicable. 

Includes miles of road used in passenger service by class I railroads, Amtrak, and 
air route mileage of the scheduled domestic airlines (includes domestic trunk, local, 
helicopter, and intra-Alaska and intra-Hawaii service). 

2Includes regular route intercity schedule passenger revenues of class I railroads, 
scheduled domestic airlines, and class I motor carriers of passengers. 

3Includes Amtrak. 

4+Beginning in 1969 this figure reflects 50 State operations and includes new route 
awards to Hawaii. Civil Aeronautics Board, Statistical Reports Section. 

Effective January 1, 1969, a class I motor carrier of passengers is one having 
average gross revenue of $1,000,000 or more’ annually; from 1960-1968 a class I motor 


carrier of passengers was one having average gross revenues of $200,000 or over annual- 
ly. 


Source: Class I railroads, class I motor carriers of passengers data from ICC 


Transport Statistics in the United States; domestic airlines data from FAA Statistical 
Handbook of Aviation. 











